
 

Teaching Executive 
Function 
Presented by: Steve Ward, M.A., BCBA                                          
Hosted by: FAU CARD 

About the Presenter  
Steve Ward, MA, BCBA has been working in the field of Behavior Analysis 
since 1995, and is currently co-owner of Whole Child Consulting, LLC. Steve 
has been consulting to teams around the world, addressing everything from 
early communication and physical aggression to vocational opportunities 
and inclusion in college courses. Steve authored What You Need to Know 
about Motivation and Teaching Games: An In-depth Analysis, The 
Inventory of Good Learner Repertoires, and Teaching Good Learner 
Repertoires and co-authored Teaching Advanced Learner Repertoires, and 
Another 21 Games: This time, it’s personal… 

Training Description 
“Executive function” is a construct used to describe repertoires critical to many 
aspects of life. It is sometimes described as “the management system of the 
brain”. Executive function is divided into 3 broad domains: working memory, 
cognitive flexibility, and inhibitory control. When a student apparently lacks 
one of these repertoires, it is common to introduce a support, such as visual 
reminders. While potentially part of the solution, these supports are not magic! 
In this presentation, we will focus primarily on practical strategies for teaching 
executive function skills. While these skills usually continue to develop during 
adolescence, the foundations of these skills can be taught much sooner.  

Training Objectives  
Participants will be able to describe: 

• How failure to complete an activity may, or may not, reflect a deficit in 
executive function.  

• At least 3 practical activities for teaching executive function skills.  
• How “the nuts and bolts” of teaching procedures may support or limit the 

development of executive function skills. 
 

Regional Trainings are hosted by the Center for Autism and Related Disabilities, through the Partnership for Effective Programs for Students with Autism (PEPSA),  
a program funded by the State of Florida, Department of Education, K-12 Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, through federal 

assistance under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B.  
www.DOEpartnership.org 
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When:  
September 1-30, 2021  
 
Where: 
Online 
 
Duration: 
2.5-hour pre-recorded webinar 
 
 
Register to view online:  
Register here 

Registration is mandatory. Once 
registered, you will receive a link to 
view the presentation online.   

You must fill out the form at this 
Certificate of Completion link. 
Please write down the code shared 
by the presenter during the 
training, once registered you will 
receive a link to enter the code. 
 
 
For more information contact:  
Mercedes Pagano 
paganom@fau.edu  
or (561) 212-8058 
 
CARD@fau.edu  
or (561) 297-2023 
 
Be sure to contact your ESE District 
Staff or Staff Development Contact 
to determine the process for 
receiving in-service. 
 
 
 

FAU Center for Autism and 
Related Disabilities 

Fall 2022 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pepsa-teaching-executive-function-tickets-166548233249
mailto:paganom@fau.edu
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