
22nd Annual Autism Summer Institute
REGISTER BY JULY 7, 2023 FOR THE ONLINE ZOOM CONFERENCE
Hosted by: CARD USF, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, and Pinellas County Schools

Time Track/ Session Topic Presenter

AUTISM SUMMER INSTITUTE DAY 1 – JULY 11
8:15 AM Check-in

8:30 AM – 10:30 AM Day 1 Keynote A
Applied Positive Psychology:  

Hope, gratitude & kindness in action
Dan Tomasulo, Ph.D

10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Day 1 Keynote B
Overview of Seminole County 

ESE curriculum project
Michelle Guffee, MA, BCBA 

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM

Inclusion (IN) 1
Using apps and tech to support academics 

and communications, office 365
Kelly O’Malley, MS

Self-Contained (SC) 2
Assessing students for curriculum needs 

and related teaching strategies  
(SRA practices, discrete trial process)

Michelle Guffee, MA, BCBA

2:00 PM – 3:30 PM
IN 3

Social acceptance, how do we 
talk to peers with ASD

Ellie Weber, M.ED,
Amy Fichter, MS, BCBA 

SC4
Support communication throughout the 

entire setting / Project CORE
Neeli Renda, MS, CCC-SLP

AUTISM SUMMER INSTITUTE DAY 2 – JULY 12

8:30 AM – 11:30 AM Day 2 Keynote C
Quantum secrets for creating a  
quality life for learners with ASD

Laura Riffel, Ph.D

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM
IN 5 Scheduling for inclusion practices Michelle Guffee, MA, BCBA 

SC 6
Learning environments – Big picture of 

using rotations in self-contained classes
Jessica Rey, BCSE

2:00 PM – 3:30 PM
IN 7

Building sensory skills  
in the day for self-regulation

Erin Naylor, OT/L

SC 8
Transition projects that 
are available in Florida

Freddie Valadez, M.Ed

Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas 
County school staff must register 
through Eventbrite and their 
district PD portals to receive  
in-service. See contact 
information below for questions.

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
Check PDS for Autism Summer 
Institute Day 1 and Autism 
Summer Institute Day 2  

Patricia Rodriguez: 
Patricia.rodriguez@hcps.net

MANATEE COUNTY 
Adriane Owen:  
owena@manateeschools.net

PASCO COUNTY
Register through MyPGS: 
Course #4328 

Chantalle Herrera:  
cherrera@pasco.k12.fl.us

PINELLAS COUNTY
Register through PLN

Amy Fichter: fichtera@pcsb.org

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST 
REGISTER THROUGH 
EVENTBRITE:
Register each day separately: 
https://bit.ly/3MvQH9r

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: pepsa@usf.edu

Annual Autism

Summer Institute

Regional Trainings are hosted by the Center for 
Autism and Related Disabilities, through the 
Partnership for Effective Programs for Students 
with Autism (PEPSA), a program funded by 
the State of Florida, Department of Education, 
K-12 Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional
Education and Student Services, through
federal assistance under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B. 
www.DOEpartnership.org

http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/
http://doepartnership.fmhi.usf.edu/summerinstitute.html
https://bit.ly/3MvQH9r

